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Dresden is filled with refugees on the night of the raid 
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The aiming point was routinely marked in the center of the German town's residential area. Here a line, and a X. 
marks where the bombs are to be concentrated in Wuppertal Elberfeld. Five thousand died in the blaze. 
Meanwhile, the politicians in Parliament lied. 
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The first bomb on Dreden: a target indicator bomb released by Flight Lieutenant William Topper, Marker Leader, 
hurtles down toward the Sports stadium, marker reference point. 
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The candles of doom. The target indicators go down over the already blazing city. The Germans called this eery 
spectacle "Christmas Trees." 


A horrific firestorm begins in a German city, as more target indicator showers rain down as guides for the 
oncoming main force. 
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en at noon the next day found great fires raging. 


American bombers over Dresd 
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The Dresden target map actually used by Wing Cdr Maurice Smith for the first attack on Dresden. It shows the 
fan shaped sector he was to attack -- the heart of the famous old city. Those who claim the target was the city's 


industries or bridges or railroads are lying. 


. = E 


Not until March 1945 did a reconnaissance plane manage to secure an aerial photo of the devastated city. 
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Remains of air raid casualties are gathered up for identification and open air cremation in Dresden's Altmarkt 


square, Feb 25, 1945 
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Remains of air Taid casualties are vaihered up for TERE ands open air cremation in Dresden's Altmarkt 


square, Feb 25, 1945 
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Troops heap up the bodies on makes 


hift pyres, trampling them down to make room for more 


5 of the victims of the Dresden raids 
n the Dresden Johannis-Friedhof 
Cemetary; then they were buried ir 


From David y 


A family caught in the British air raid on Dresden, shortlybefore their burial at the Tolkewitz cemetery (later 
calle Johannis Friedhof). Their outer clothes and shoes are removed first for recycling. 
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The devastating raids continue right to the end. On February 27, two weeks after Dresden, the RAF obliterates 
Pforzheim, killing 17,000 in the firestorm -- one in four of the town's population 
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Pathetic chalked messages on the ruins of survivors seeking information on missing wives, mothers family 
buried in the ruins. 
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It seess to me that the moment bas cone aes the 
question of bombing of German cities simply for the sake of 
ineressing the terror, though under other pretexts, should be 
reviewed. Otherwise we shell come ints control of an utterly 
Tuined land, We shell not, for instance, be able to got 
housing materials out of Gersony for our own needa becnuse 
some tomporary provision would have to be made for the Germans 
themselves. The destruction of Dresden reanine n serious query 

3 against the conddct of Allied bombing. I am of the opinion 
tist military Objectives aust henceforsnrd be sore strictly 

studied invour om interests rather than thet of the enesy. 

(Tm Foreign Secretary bas spoken to ae on this 

bject, and I feel the ceed for more precise concentration 

i anys, such as oil and comunications behind 

Ae aa rather tban on mere acta of terror 


They refused to accept the document 


The RAF Master Bomber at the first Dresden attack, Wing Cdr Maurice Smith, interviewed by author David 
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In March 1945 Churchill wrote to his Chiefs of Staff, attempting to shrug off responsibility for the Dresden raids. 
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Irving in his office, March 1962. Shown the apalling photographs of the carnage, he went quiet and blushed. 
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